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KING FAISAL UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF -ARCHITECTURE AND PLANNING

'DEPARTP‘[ENTOFARC‘HII'EI,‘IURE . B

. EX_CURSION TO RUDHAT SUDAIR‘AND NEIGHBOURING VILLAGES

INITIAL REPORT -

I_ntrodut_:tion

Thls is the initial report on the mtroductory visit of a speclal heatl
College of Architecture and Plaming team consisting of Dr Okan Ustunkok,
Dr Sameer Al Lyali, Mr Alpay Ozdural, and Mr Moshary Al Naim, to the
village of Rudhat Sudair and the neighbouring settlements. The purpose
of the visit was to do scouting as to the conservation problems and
prospects that may be studied further in the near future with the.fuller
p’a.r'ticipation and help of the KFU College of Architecture and Planning.

The tr'lgger‘lng contact inthis connection was rnade by Mr Abdullah Babtain

. who is an original resident of Rudhat Sudair. Mr Babtain has very generously
arranged for the visit of the team in excellent detaJ_l and comprehensiveness.

The v151t ‘took place on Wednesday, February 19,1992 (16.8.1412H). Team
members took the 7.00 am flight to Riyadh shere they were met and driven to

" the village, more than 150 kms away, to meet the Mayor, the Ameer and the

rotables. A relatively detailed tour of the village of Rudhat Sudair followed
and, after a lavish lunch in the Ameer's house, the team members were shown
other neighbouring settlements at a “relatively qulck pace for lack of tire.
Tt .was also agreed at the beginning that the main focus of attention in this
first visit would be on Rudhat itself althouph other v:.llages in the area
may require similar attention.

Findings / Observations
1- At the Scale of the Ragion :

The area of the village{s) in question lies some 150 kms roughly to the
North of Riyadh in a valley which is in fact the catchment basin for any
access precipitation. The main sustenance of the villages higtorically,
therefore, is agriculture. that is made possible by capturing the run off
water behind stone dams. Some of these are still almost intact and may be
used as part of the irrigation system in use although new reservoirs have
recently been built of concrete.

The regidn also seems to be on a pilgrimage route and has been visited by
many travellers through centuries.



(():[M.Mj)» gl:)ih“‘:’

2- At the Scale of the Village(s) :

Each of the villages in the area appears to constitute an entity in itself
although deperdent on the same water source the right of which must have
occasionally given rise to frictions. This seems to have resulted in a
genera), paitern of form of individual villages in that they all are very
compactly structured and suwrrounded by fortification walls complete with
watch towers. The locally abundant materdials, i.e. mudbrick, mud plaster,
short lengths of timber, and scme stone are widely used and give a uniformity
of appearance and general character to the villages. The dense collection of
houses and other buildings are still surrounded by the remains of once lush
date-palm groves and farms. : '

-,

Most villages have now been abandoned for scme time and new settlements
have sprung up next to each with more contemporary buildings and facilities.

3- At the Scale of Rudhat Sudair ;

Rudhat Sudair is one of the relatively bigger and wealthier villages with
its own Municipal orgenization. Historically it has enjoyed a closer
proximity to the so-called Dam of 70 Holes which controlled the distribution
of water to the lower reaches of the valley. o

The village possesses several mosques, the Ameer's residence (now in partial
ruins), the Mizan building and the Market Place as well as a large number

of houses which are all empty and abandoned. Most of the houses are suffering
from sericus deterioration of structural failure and material decay due to
years of disuse and exposure. The fortification wall of the village is not
as conspicucus as that of scme others although there is a fairly long
stretch of a party wall separating the farms from the settlement proper.

Y- At the Scale of the Buildings :

Typology and Plan Layout; The dense fabric of the town's houses allows
only a partial appreciation of the intricate layout of rooms, courtyards,
stables, storages, services, etc. but a view from the minaret top reveals
that most house plans share a pattern of a courtyard surrounded by spaces
on three sides. The [ourth side is given to the entranze. The mosques, on
the other hand, have a typical Qufa Lype plan with a closed part an the
courtyard. All mosques in Rudhat, however, have a separate winter section
in the form of a crypt er an undercroft and also a rooftop praying provision
with a separate mihrab niche.

Constructiontechniques and materials : Although available construction
matarials and method of construction give the village an expectedly uniform
character, there are a mumber of nuanzes in choice, use, and hardling of
the materials. The most obvious distinction is between the mosque ard house
construction. Further study will undoubtedly yield much valuable information
on traditional methods and materials of construction.

Physical Condilion .and Changes: Almost all buildings of Rudhat have been
abrndoned some Twnty years ago when funds were made available to build

new homes nearby. In lhe course of the time only Lhe mosque in the village
centre has been robuilt while other buildings, houses and mosques alike,
have bad very little, if any, maintenance and consequently in a serious

-
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state of dllapldat:l.on. . Given the fz\agll.l.ty ofthe materials and other .
technical shortcomings of mdbrick construction, there are several cases
of alarming structural failure and natena.l decomposition as well as a
few total collapses here and there.
All of this makes the whole area ard , especially, the village of Rudhat

- a very workable example of conservation case study with a mmber of issues
to be tackled at a variety of levels.

Issues of Conservation

Among the possible issues of conservation probably the first to be mentioned’
is the uniquely enthusiastic attitudes of the local people, the village
elders and notables like Mr Abdullah Babtain himself who are genuinely

keen to preserve their past and the material history of their commmity.

All settlements of the area present a wide range of values -architectural,
technological, social, traditional, historical, cultural, artistic, ete-

which should be carefully and closely studied in detail to ensure their

proper and adequate conservation. Any study in this direction will have

to include, among other th.mgs a further examination of the prospects and
possibilities of conserwation in terms of the necessary technical intervention,
functiocanl capabilities of buildings, financial requirements mvolved,
availability of funds, skills, manpower, etc.

The initial Steps and the Roleof KFU-CAP

What needs to be done in Rudhat Sudair immediately now is a rapid screening .
of the settlement to be followed by a thorough survey, analysis, and
evaluation of its buildings.

The Control and security of the abandoned buildings in the village(s)
must be quickly ensured.

Degree ard type of maintenance and other interventions such as restorations
etec will be decided upon when survey results and evaluations are made
available.

A fuller participation of the KFU College of Architecture and Planning may
be arranged through thesis work at graduate level, research and programming
and graduation project work at undergraduate level, studio assignments at
both levels, faculty research (funded or otherwise), and elective courses
with the reglon as case study examples, etc. To avoid delay, students of the
current Thesis Kesearch Seminar course of the Arf-h]fechme Department have
already been introduced to the idea of working in Rudhat Sudair for their
Master's Thesis lopics. A small group will now visit the village on the
weekend of April 23, 1992. Contacts will be initiated at once and the
necessary work will hopefully start in time for a productive collaboration of
the University and the irhabitants of Rudhat Sudair.

for the special KFU tcam,

Dr Okan Ustunkok, Chairman, Architeclure Department
- -
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